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CHAPTER XAV,

Marie Acis,

AR early as 4 o'clock, after a brief gleep,

Vangittart was awake and up. Thene
forward, as the hours passed, he was nll
anxlety, awnlting two things: First, news

of movements on tho G
to the antlelpatad att
turn of the chasseurs from

from the front
egldo preparntory
and, second, the r
Clermont

But the hours of suspenge passed—=a6 o'clock
came, T—and nolhing happenod,

AL 7 Marle was In the arma of Armand,
baving traveled the greater part of the night,
From the station he took her to the Cheval
d'0r.

Her first exclamation was this:

“But, 0, Armand—js she here? Have you
got her?”
““Mrs. \.l"ailt.lr'”'

Yo
“"Wao have found out where

have not got her."
"And where 4 she

she 13, hut we

“At & vineyard near a place called Cler-
mont.”

“"Haw do you know? You have not seen
her?”

“"Yes, Marle, I have scen her”

“Poor thing! She 18 awfully ill. One saw
it already wecks ngo. Does ehe bear 10 weoll?

Is she well, Armapd?**

"To me her face seemed almost like
face of a dylng woman, Marl

01" shricked Marle, burying her face, |
plerced with plty. “How gentle, how good
ehe 18! And to be treated so!*t

“It's hatd on poosr Vansittart, eertninly."

“L pity her. Who 18 it, really, who has
done it, Armand?”

0, the Emperor Wilhelm, no dauhbt."

“Well—I can't, 1 can't think that!™
sald, frownlng with thought.

“Why not, hfrdie?"

“Could any gentleman do such a thing?"”

“"“No—=but than he ls not a gen

““What! aren't all kings gentlemoen 2

"Not by any manner of means."

“Well, I ean't understand .

“That la the fact, pretey.””

**He has such a noble face!*

“Who, Wilhelm?"

e

"“He 4i4 not do thls wickedness with his
face, he did It with his merciless heart and
brain."

“SBuppose—I only say suppose, Armand—
that all the time he knows not one word of
the matter!"

Armoand was seeing with his eye, which
i8 reason; Marle, with that deap, Inner eye,
which [a Instinet. The wisest man la foolleh
In comparlson with a woman who secs with
her soul,

“Buppose,” she sald, after a sllence, “that
you went to him and told him the whole
truth "

“That who went to whom ?**

““That you went to Wilhelm,"

“All right, I can see that you are tired
of me. You want me to go and get hanged."

0! Would he hang you, then?"

"He would."

“What a wreteh!™

“But there 1s no need. In an hour's timi
you will gee Mrs. Vansitiart here. Vansit.
tart has sent o troop of chasseurs to felok
her.ll

8o Marle was comforted, and walted, Dut
In an hour's time Evelyn did not come, nnd
the troop of chasseurs did not come.

At 10 o'clock they had not arrlved,

For Vansittart the walting was killine. |

the

she

tlemaany

He hid himself away whers no eye  could
watch his npow craven and :1-':1mmlizf~1l
despalir,

At 11:30 half-a-dozen of the chasseurs of |
the expedition, with Folllet and Mq loy
among them, arrived with blackened olothos
and scorched faces. They bud o tale of
plleous defegt to tell,

While it was yet dark they
rounded the farm house, secretly, as they
thought. Then, finding every nperture
closed, they had set to work to pick the
lock of the front door. The operation, how-
ever, was nelther nolseless nor very spocdy,
and, while it was in progress, they must
have been heard from within, Finally they
broke in a body inte the house, only six or
#seven of the troops remaining without as a
guard. When they entered the house they
found within it not a slagle living belng.

As they searched around In wonder the
bulldiog, and they with it, went skyward
In a fearful explosion. Most of the chassoirs
inslde and gurrounding the house had been
scorched and two killed, Folllet had then
poated 10 Clermont for the gendarmerie, with
the idea of bombarding the cellars, and §t
was the bombardment of the cellars which
had rotarded the return of the remaining
chasseurs to Gravelotte., But the ey found
the cellars empty. The Germans had es-
caped under cover of the dense darkness,
presumably by distant egresses, taking
thelr prisoner with them.

Suoh was the tale of defeat and disastor
which Folliet had to tell. He had come
in person to tell it, undertaking the bitter
task as a self-imposed punishment for his
failure.

Where now wns hope? Evelyn had van-
tshed as utterly as sho bad vanished be-
core.

The truth was that there was no he ope
—if it was not to be found in the head
and heart of Marlo.

Bhe lost half an hour in uscless weeping:
then, when she underatood definitely that

e —————— -
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rylindy, god-like Armand, was
to do, she slipped awny
from him, ascended to her room, put on a
Inty little Parlsian bonnet aod her gloves,
and by o back stajr, stealthily, went down

into the garden of the inn, thence into the
village street, and at the end of It asked
eomo ono this strange query: What was
the way to Motz

The way was polnted out to her, and she
took L without any [dea of the dlffcul-
ties and dungers she would have to sur-
mount that day before reaching her destl-
ration. There were the French Jines—
thore were the German lines; these had to
be passed. At the first she met with jests,
but escaped contact. At the second she was
roughly kissoed several times on the mouth
by a gentinel and then ordered back on the
road she had come.

But with every defeat the wild fluttering
At her heart with which she had set out
lesgened. Her will cougealed within her,
Ste escaped from the kisses of the sentinel,

woeeping no longer with fenr, but with rage.

At every step shoe grew bolder.

Sho mude a wide detour and erossed the
Maselle, By the castward gate, through
which the market people of Lorraine

4 to bring their produce to the eiti-
entered Metz, But instend of the

18

miles from Gravelotte, which she had

tht to travel, she had traveled fifteen,

Sho was faint now, and pale, and wvery

weary. It was late in the afternoon. Ier

even had in them the wistfulness of the
pllgrim.

Her object was to speak personally, face
to fuce, with the emperor of the Germans.

Bevornl times, now, she stopped dead, ap-
palled by the hignesa of the enterprise,
Sho remembered the difficultles she had

envountered, once when she wlshed to speak

te Mr. Vansittart. And this was an em-
peror, 1f she hnd run with the footmen
and they had wearied her, how could she

contend with horsceg?

To her immenge surprise and joy destiny
go ordered It that she found not the least
dlfficulty in speaking with Wilhelm. She
hod nsked the way to the Hotel de Ville
and as ghe ¢ime to it there was Wilhelm
just descending the marble stalrway out-
slde the entrance portal, surrounded by
officers. A moment and Marle's heart gave
one transcendent bound; the next she had
darted agilely up two steps, pressed through
the throng of men and, hardly recognlzing
her own volce, wias speaking:

“T wish to speak to your majesty.
pray!™

She fell on her knees before Wilhelm,

At onco a favorable omen came from the
e answered her in French,

Pray,

oI peror

“Well, now, what ls all this, mam’selle?"
he sald.

“1 want to spenk to you, sir."

“Well, you have Invaded my presence,
willy-nilly. Speak on, mam'sella.”

“Your mnjesty! Mrs. Vansittart 1la
dylng! She is very 11!"

Withelm turned as white as a corpse.

Then flushing into scarlet wrath:

“Here, drag this wench from my pres-
ence; ¥ou men! How dare you let her
coma bere to annoy me?"

Marle sprang upright. Several hands
canght nt her shoulders, pulling ber back-
ward. |

“1 will speak!" she crled, “0, it Is &

Vansittart—"'
you!*" exclaimed Wilhelm.

shame—Mrs,
“Bo silent,

“1 am not going to be!" shrilled Marle,
ut the eime time throwiung Herself bodily
down on the steps llke an obstinate child.

| "1 thought you 4id not kuow about It 1
took you for a gentleman—and I came to
tell you that it was your man--a mwan called
Ritterburg M. Folliet says—who carrled her
off —0, 0, let me go—will you?"

Now It was ount—Wilhelm had heard t—
chapter and verge. e had been alle to
gunrd his ears from an army, but not from
the shrillness of & woman's tongu flls
right hand dropped with a gesture of aban-
donment,

"Unhand her!™
wench alone with me,
your full'

Marle, speakivg In sobs froin behind her
handkerchief, begun to pour out her tale,

“I thought—your majesty didn't know—
becnuse my husband egays no gentleman
would—have done It. And I though:—I'd
and tell you—It was a man ealled
Ritterburg—so M. Folliet, the detective savs,
And she s dylng! 8he s very 11! And
sho I8 my friend—so good—and sweet, And
I—deon't think your majesty kuows, to judge
from your face, And the men Mr. Van-
gittart sent to get her Iast night—have
boen blown up—and there isn't any hope at
all—and Mrs, Vansittart will die—except
your majesty—""

€he stopped, choked with sobs, and Wil-
helm stood looking at her and rald nothivg

The next day, for certain, there was tn ba
a battle; if only for that dey the mlad of
Vansittart could have been kept in & siate
of paralysis; the fool of a girl should have
wiited at least a day—

This was not quite what Wilhelm was
thinking, but it was not remotely dissimilar
from what he was ferling

“Whaere are you from."” heé asked suddenly,

“From Gravelotte, sir”

“Then you had better get back to Grave-
lotie quickly as you can

And will your majesty—""

“Be sllent! Here, some of you see this
young woman taken safely through the lines
on the road to Gravelotte. Yon, Schlegel,
flud out at once where o man named Rittor-
burg is now and let me kuow by sundown."

“Leave tha
woman, speak

he eried out.
NOow,

rome

0s i)

CHAPTER XXVIL
“In the Emperor's Carvinge.”

Not a word did Marie speak of her ex-
pedition at CGraveloite; on her
there she fell a-faint Into her husband’'s
but he thought her overcome by the
In-fate of Evelyn, as before, Only, late at
night, she wept out the facts to him.

“Ah, 1 thought there waus something up,'’
he sald. *“These expeditions of yours,
Marlk

“I did it
Know,
it have
: at all will
Wik @ rufllan.’

“Well, 1 suppose,”
It 18 very strunge—I
not altogether unkind
broke into a terrible
And
loug
T i

urmms,

for the best,*
birdie.

come

Armand
But the wvery
from It. As v s,
come, I told you the

worst
noth-
man

‘1

sald Muarle, "though
t know=—ho was
me. AU first he
But afterward—
I saw him glyve such a side-
and then at my

don
10
rage.
Armand!
look Into my
me blush
loesn't know who 10 Is you be-
1]y
my husband sald no gentla-
have done it; &0 that was one
pwallow!™
ruffian! |
INdn'e he
himeelf in any wis
promise?
No. Not

CYes

A
Ha
evin
”l Li }-1 !Jn;i'.
man would

o

But the

Mdn't e
even attempt
' Muake any

fay any-
Lo axcuse
sort of

thing?

& word, When 1 was going

arrival |

o atk him, he sald, "‘Pe silent!”
a frown. He can frown, 1 can
And sticlh a mustache,

tell

éend! It Is not a mustache, i Is & wea-
pon.'’

B0, babbling together, they a9 last fell
axleep, and Marie's last murmur was
“Poor Mrs, Vansittary!"™

It was the Intention of Armand B take

her out of the nelghborhood by early torn
ing; for theéere was no doubt that elther
at dawn or sunrise some hostile movemoyta
would begin, and that long bef mididay
the whole locality would be rn![wl in war.

jut he hnd an Intense curloalty to see al
lenst the begloning actual fghting
hung on In Gravelotte till the sun wis high
and the clocks poluted to 8, At that
hour, however, thera was still no sign
anything in the way of blows,

Vanaitiart was riding slowly about half a
mile out of Gravelotte In company with gome
elght or ten persons His eyea were hol
low and his carcworn face all faded, but
with a certaln toughnesa characteristic of
him he stuck to his guus, In his heart,
however, as he rode there was nothing elas
than black and blank despair, He. was
merely dolng his duty. Hig life was in
rulna about him.

Armand, wandering and loitering here
with Marle before thelr departure, saw and
approached him.

"What!" sald Vansittart, assuming a
woeful blitheness, “ls thla goodbye, then?
And Mietress Marie Is running from the
fire and smoke? Well, good voyage. And
thanks, thaoks, endless thanks for your

ot

of

|
with such
you, |
with hard tags at the |

1}111

].I'f‘l

around the man's neck was a roge, and on

the black skull eap, which wan of the shape
worn condomned criminals In Saxoany
had fastoned a band of white papot
bearing thetn word 1 red Ink

“To Mr, Vat irt, with the Emperor
Wilhelm's compliments

An hour later, afrer Wilhelm's mes- |
rengers has boen feasted, they returned
They took with them Ritterburg, nod
letter from Vansltiatt—and n 8
Armund’'s engle I Vansittart
letter, decling l to hang Ritterbut thou
ke admitted thrt he should be glad to hear
that he had been shot by the proper Ger-

man military authorities

Whilst Lthese courtesles were being Ine
Aulged In by the leaders, General Kreug-
LAack was leading a host of 200,000 men from
IMedenhoton ncross the Moselle. Within |
thres hours the left flank of the French
army was turned, and men were murimur-
ing that Vangittart had betrayed France in

order to secure the releage of his wife.

CHAPTER XAVIL
A Reverae,
Whoen, Ilate at night, Jerome awoke to
find Evelyn bendlng over him, It was with

diMoulty he realized his surroundings. He |
thought at first they were back in thelr
summer home in the Adirondacks, and

gnzed with wonder at the queer old-fash-

loned furniture of this village public house,
But Bvelyn's sweet volee r red his
wandering senees, and he sprang up to
clesp her in his srms with an nlertness

OCTOBER 2,

where his persotial MtAff were wont fo an- ) take the Gormans ln flank 1f you will pertait

aemble, ere was a forgotten wsentry on

The man was a chasseur of the Righ-
teenth, our old friend Plerre Laronde,
wlicss promlaed promotion had been for-
gottenn In the rush of events slnce  the
memorable rile of the Five Thousand. He
I enled arms when he recognized Vansits
'

irt In the gloom.

“Where are all the officers of the staff,
goldler?'" sald the miilllonaire,

“"Gone off to the plenie at La Chapelle,
your excellen :

"“Have they all gone?*

“Well, your excellency, General le Breton
was hete untll hall an hour ago. I re-
minded him of my promised
and he went, 100."

“Why was your commission promised?**

“Bocause 1 cut the wires that pight at
Lnn'-u\n e

“Is your name Plerreo l.aronlr

“It 18, your excellency."

“1 remember now."

Ha dashed into the house and hastily
seribbled imperative commands to the re-
spective brigadiers,

When these were dispatehed he hethought
himself of Daublsgon and he wrote the fol-
lowing note:

Headquarters, Gravelotte, 10 p. m.—De-
lighted to hear of your success, but have
good reason to belileve that Kreuznach's
march {8 a felnt, The emperor will prob-
nbly attnck our fromt in force tonlght,
Come to me here with whole staff at once,
but first gend out orders for Immediate con-

aik

e “E\T "*K‘l‘\\';\illl I\

AF F‘ \R‘Pl L EXPLOSION.'

presence here.
"I am going to join Mr.
mont,"" sald Armand,

"

Are you off to Parls®
Folliet at Cler=

“Ah," elghed Vansittart and turped his
face away.
At thia point they heard an unexpected

sound behind them, a trundling sound, and
looking round they saw near to them, com-
ing from the direction of Gravelotte, a gun
carriage drawn by two horses, but without
any gun on it. Instead, there wis a mas-
slve cubical box—a strange object to the
conservative eyes of the old campaigners.

“Stay,” sald Vansittart, *ls not this—yes,
it lge—your engine of flame. I ordered one
to be sent for experimentnl use. By night-
fall, monsicur, all Europe will know that
the victory of this day was due to the
genlus of Armand Dupres.”

He said it with a visible touch of enthusi=-
asm, and even Armand's eye brightened.

1t it does Its work, Mr, Vansittart—"
sald.

“1t will do Its work, monsicur, It hans
been tested, and I have telegrama ol ita
absolute efcleney from the manufacturing
firms and the war office., If 1 have not dis-
cussed the matter with you sinoe you have
bean here—if 1 have seemad ungrateful—you
must put it down to my—my—trouble,”” His
volca broke, and he added, “I—I am not it
for anything."

“Wir heissen euch hoffen!™ sald Armand.
"“Sp says the German poet.

he

“Well, then, 1 will *hope’—If 1 can. But—
what Is that?"

He pointed across the fleld.

“That'" was a body of horsemen, some
thirty, Germans, coming toward him from

the direction of Metz. Uplified in thelr midat
there fluttered on the morning
white flag of truce. They were escorted by
a French officer.

They came forward at a rather slow pace,
for the reason that one of their number—a
short, saquat man, with a fat neck—was on
foot. He was in front of all, and hls dress
was pecullar. It was a black roba reaching
to his feet, and on his head was n ekull cap

Then after & minute’s brenthless surprise,
Vansittart rising ino his stirrup, could eee
that In the midst of the horsemen was
open carringe, and that leaning back in the
CATTINE® WHAN A WOmMAR,

“In the name of God, what Is It?"" he
cried, his face lighted with wildly inquisitive
serutiny

His heart was thumplong sgalnst his ribs
as though he should die.

The troop approached,
gllence which was absolute. A minute—two!
Vansitiart's field glass was at his eyes. Sud-
denly, with a cry, he dropped It to
ground, and at the same instant had leaped
to the ground. As though the aveoger of
blood was after him he flew to meat
advancing body. In another minuts

11
an

approached in a

the

Wilhelm had discovered It and sent n mes-
senger ordering bher Immediste conveyl
to Metz

The whala party, Marie
thin hand in the carriage,
Cheval 4'0Or. The carrlage was blazoned
with the royal nrms of Hohenzollern, It
{ was Wilhelm's own private landau

The man dressed the long black robe
was Carl Gottlieb Ritterburg,. When Van-
gittart had come pear bim be had seen that

Aneo

holding Evelyn's
proceeded to the

in

brecze o |

that showed thu oflicacy
restorer.  Through pale
from the straln of recent
had regnined its normul bal

of nature's only
aud attenuated
nts, Lis mind

eV

Could the French troops have scen him
al that moment they would have shouted
“*Vive I'BEwpercur! with all the old vigor.
As It was, they belived him to be broken
down and half-demented, They were for-
getting the wonders of the past lo the de-
lays, the uncertainties, the weaknesses of a
few doubiful hours.

And, whilst the army of France swayed
In its allegiance to the one man capable of

lendiag It victory, the kaiser was sil-
ently preparing the most terrible and effec-
tive hlow wvet #truck I fair fight during

the campalgn. Of bhoth tuese elements of
disaster Jerpme was huappily unconsclous.
He only knew that Evelyn, whom he

thought dend, was allve, nay more, tremul-
ous with joy In hig arms

Mme. Vansittart and Marle had long
superintending the preparation of a meil to
which Jerome and Armand were pow ready

to do full fastic

bicen

of affairs

“Duaublsson speaks of a German force sur-
rounded st La Chapell he sald to Armand
“How comes {t thut the Germans nr
tublished In that village, In the very heart
of our left flank?"

“Exactly because they desired to get there
Daubisson thinks they have lodged them |

| selves there to enable him o Emash them
with ease at daybreak That in just what

the |
Evelyn |

was sobbing on his shoulder

Her new hiding place on the German glde
of the Moselle was known to some men bigh |
in the Germap couusels Puring the nilght

Daublsson would think and what they Know |
bhe would think." |

“Then thils successful attack by l\'.l'tli!.-i
nach la glmply a prelude to a larger effort
elgewhere " '

“"That Is how 1 regard It

Jerome sturted to his feet “It must |
come direct from Metz Where are these
corps statloned thoat Duublsson spéeaks
moving tonight? Surely not at the front

He hastily searched among hils papers for !
the dolly purnde state |!' the 3 The
last supplied to him was three days old

Evelyn watehed her hushaud, saw his lips
tighten and his brows ki i

" t is it, dear?'' ghe cried, coming to |
bim.

“Only thig, my sweet, that the worst curs

centration of all avallable troops on Mars La
Tour. Leave corps of obeervation only 1o
look after Kreuznach. Guns and cavalry
must be massed ready to move with doy-
bireak, I have already dealt with brigndes
mentioned In your second dispateh, 1 iook
to you for implicit obedience, irrespective af
any conditions that may have arisen sinee
your last communication with me,
JEROME K. VANSITTART.

“Laronde,” he snld, “here is your firsat
mission as captain of my staff. See that
It Is well performed.”

Plerre Laronde required no gecond bid-
ding. Daublsson was six miles away, with
difficult country intervening, but within
thirty minutes he was in possegsicn of Van-
slitart's message,

Shortly before midnight Daunbisson ar-
rived. HIis unfelgned Joy at Vansittart's
reappearance on the active list dispelled the
last shade of resentment in Jerome's mind
nt the apparent neglect shown to him by
his assncintes,

Daublgzon eagerly detalled the steps he
had taken to fulfill Vaopeittart’s orders, and
concluded hy saying:

u‘\r.l.l-.‘:lm‘h"'.\l-l.w'l.ui:".l,-lzl:.‘-.].lrr.'.lrm ::II‘;IIMI::-M;(I “Perhaps wo may bave to attack Kreuz-
have surrounded Kreuznach's corps at La nach tomorrow, after all,
Chapelle At this hour, 9 p. 1. 8 oom- Hefore the other could answer a sudden
plete cordon ls established, whilst the Bev- roar of ““mk"lry_ came through .‘h’ sy
enth, Elghth, Thirteenth and Seventeenth ' ulght air from the l1irN'tlun of Metr,
divistona will march forthwith to tuke up It was sharp and “0“‘1“““"&‘I"'“Jkt‘"ilﬂ':
positious for an early assault. . very |~1\‘l'1)‘ affray at the French out-
I have made full arrangements aod the posts. Even as they listened the fighting
cannot be altered In any way, but 1 \\JII area widened uotil the crackle of small
keep you Informed of i “i‘_' Ll S arms spread through an extended section of
? % | the front
may understand movements of troops which
might otherwise seem Inexplicable to you,” ““'”"j"‘l-‘ll was a8 impulsive as he was
Jerome read the s il paragraph twice brave. Tears came to his eyes as he reallzed
and smiled contompiuously 1t was his :h" r"l":m:;'”‘l’””i”'t‘;l of !'h]" "‘;r‘:; in “'hll-ﬁh
| 1 st 1 ¢ 1k " anat 10 nedrly Involved & whole o o magnifi-
first consclous intimation of the new aspect ot abiE uBANr B olniiand, Ha Glms

near to Jerome and sald
emotion:

“Monsieur, If you retain my services 1|
shall perhaps learn !-'llllllhl.llﬂ of general-

in & volce deep with

abip by the close of the war.'
General,” crled Vansitiart, “one cannot
have all the virtues. Belleve me, 1 depend

whaolly uwpon your splendid co-operation.”

But if Daublsson’s mistake had been seen
i time, it stll) required to be rectified.

At several pointa the French front was
rapldly driven In before reloforcements
could arrive, Le Breton's brigade, strength-
ened by two others hurried up from the
rear, was able io hold back the pssault de-
livered from Metz along the mulo road, But
It wus o flerce and uncertaln combat, o
which smull konots of men sought out thelr
enemies in the darkness, and fought with
equal ferocily and determination
of a mile further
the Freoch line was wenker,
wan sdvacte was rapid and unchecked

The watchers in Gravelotte were able
discern the progress of this attack by

Three-quarters
whore

north,
the Ger-

to
the

| gradual approach of the sounds of combat

Although sevieral staff officers bad be

in sent

are thos o8t rends to bite the hand that | HYIug vo bring up reglwents from 1t TAAT

teeds ther I am going pm the thered was no appreciable pause ln tho

art of fawning tonigh | enemy's advance
“But what has huppened 1 | Mutiers began to look serious about 1
“Simply this That 4 few days of pe- | 0'clock

gleet oo my part has made my stafl forget Al this moment Plerre Laronde growled

thelr duty. By heaven, It will not occur | to himself

again!" | "I must back my luck even |If I get
Strange things happensd at that perlod. | snubbed.”

Jerome, nfter rega his e 8, lost He came to Vaosittart and said

bhis tomper “I thiok, sir, | could lead a coupla of
He went outlside In the ext bullding ‘s-;md!m,a of chasseurs across counlry end

commission |

' in thelr new position,” he sald to Von Goss
| Mt | let
| “Very well, Try it, ecaptain.’ ' 0, ven, T am sure of that.”
‘ “Major, uir, If you pleass, Ge nl'.lt'l Linub- I: “Wood, We hinve 150,000 reserviste gathor-
Isson gave me & step for bringlng your 'm ar MMedenhofen
your dspatch | "“Yeoa
'TId he? 1 agres with him you “They are now all mobilized, and eom-
dispel that column  you return a colos | pletely equipped for the Held ™
1 nel Fully They are under orders to mareh
| Montsaloy found the troops for Larvonde, | tomortow st dusbreak
nnd they clanked off along a Jans But “Phen send additionsl instructions that
they soon quitted the high road amd made | they are to take th shortest roule to
for a tree-crowned hill beyond which the | Parle’
conflled ruged. I'o Parls, your malesty!™
Laronds knew quite well that with 200 Yos, I sald Paris, not Berlin."
| sabers he could do lttle agalnst & compact “Who will lead them '™
| German division of 8,000 or 10,000 infantry “f, myself, 1 will Issue a proclamnation
He counted wholly upon surprising  the ] from the Brencoh capital within o fortnlght,
encmy and crenting & panie, thus giving the | as my march will be positively unopposed
Frenoh iufantry a chatoe to rush the Ger- | Bubt above all else. you and Kreueonach must
mans at the point of the bayonet. hold Vansittart fast on this bank of the
Plorre's lucky star was cortninly fn the | Mouse. If he vetronts, attack him. Do not
ascondant that night. He and hin com legvo him night o day It Ia matterless
rades came upon the second Germoan brigade what happens so long ag he is unable to
at the moment it was deploying to wuppor: | bring a large body of troops to Parls before

| the fighting lne. Bome farm bulldibgs gave

| the chasseurs splendid cover unul they
were right In the midst of the Prussh
rogiment, and in o fow seconds thoe or

and compnet mass becume n torrent of dis-
organized humanpity, flecing in abject
ror before the furious charge made by
chassours.

Fighting by night is
1ish businpess at thoe
eoffect of the mounted
tenfold when maddened horses
from out the darkness. Nor had
forgotten to send a trooper 1o
mander of the French Infantry fnform
him of the expected charge, so that he
might take advantage of 1t If successful.

In fifteen minutes one at least of the Ger-
18 shattered into ntome, its

fer-

the

and tleke
awesome
magnifiod
thunder
Larond )
the
to

an eerle
best. The
arm I8

coms-

man columnsg wiy
officers and men urged in hopeless rout, its
leaders stampeded by thelr own troops, and

its fragments rushing wildly to Mete for
safely.

20 Plorre got his coloneley with eompara-
tve case, though none marveled at his good
fortune more than he did himself.

The sirugple went on through
with no very certain results.

Three of the eight columns launched
the kalzer made good thelr lodgment on the
left bank of the Moselle—those operating on
the north, where they were supporied by
Kreuznach's strong corps.

When day broke the French left and cen-
ter had been swung back, with the result
that the French line now formed a crescent,
of which the left rested near Verdon on the
Meuse, the center lay at Gravelotte and the
right touched the Mogelle six miles gouth of
Metz.

Clanking to and fro over the stone floor
of o room In the Hotel de Ville at Metz,
the emperor of Germany llstened attentively
to the statements made to him by varlous
members of his staff.

The dogged persistence of Kreuznach's
divigion in reaching and holding La Chapelle,
followed by the rapid march of the German
columns to the new front on the Mouse,
constituted the first real German success of
the war.

“A man without,
his name s Hans Schwartz, nsks aundience
of your majesty. He says he 8 in possps.
glon of most !mportant intelligence affecting
your majesty's interests vitally.”

The emperor paused In his walk.
him In,"” he said.

In a moment Hans

the night

by

your majesty, who says

""Show

Schwartz, pallld, un-

kempt, but confident as ever In demeanor,
entered.
“Well, you rascal, what Is 1t?"" The em-

peror's tone was such that few men would
have cared to face him boldl~. But Hans
Schwartz, what between the paln of his
shattered wrist and the collapse of his pro-
Jects, was in desperate plight.

“] have news for your majesty’'s ear
alone,”” he sald, glancing deflantly around
at the officers scattered through the apart-
ment,

*0Of what nature?"

"I am Huans Schwirtz, who helped Ritter-
burg to capture Madame Vansitiart. J1—"

“You villain! Selze him, some one, and
have him shot at daybreak with his assocl-
ate.”

Beveral officers sprang forward,
wartz stood his ground

*I tell you," he shouted, *‘that I can en-
able you to conquer Frahce falrly In the
open fleld within a4 week. Can you not listen
to me? You can always bave me shot at
your pleasure!™

The man's determined attitude, his con-
tempt for danger, and the earnestnesa of
his tone impressed the kalser if they did
not convince him.

“"Quite true,”” he sald, with a sarcastle
smile. “Leave me with this fellow, gentie-
men, and have a guard v readiness to march
bim off.”

General von  Gossler protested. There
might be danger to the Imperial person,
Though the emperor lnughed at the [dew, the
chief of the staff carefully searched Sch-
wartz for concealed weapons before be was
gatislled. Then he left the twe alone.

“I have kept up communication with Paris
by means of my plgeons,” said Schwartz,
“and even when the Freneh pollce selzed
the housge where some German friends were
established, they did not discover that my
birds were tralned in two sections, to fly
to and from two places in Parls to my house
near Gravelotte,”

“Yes," growled the emperor.,

“I was wounded io a scuffle at this housae,
captured, held prisoner for some days, and
escaped  durlng the excltement following
Mme. Vansittart's arrival at Gravelotte, and
the attack by your majesvy's troops. 1 hid
all night and today In the woed on my
farm and tonight visited my forgotten
birds. One of them had just arrived home
from Paris, and bore a message written In
i cipher which I alone understand."

“Ha!"' Wilhelm was  obviously
ested,

"It contalns news which an the world
will kuow in three days, but which may he
worth much more than 1 have asked by
your majesty at thig moment."

“Let us have lt, then,'

"An absolutely overwhelming
movemoentt has been organized. Within
three days, perhaps sooner, thore will
general rising; the clty will be sacked,
king and gueen drivea from Parls, If non
killed, and a republiean government pro-
claimed, with leaders anxlous and ready to

but Sch-

inter-

communist

be @

the

1 do

Wilhelm had got hia opportunity,
Wihs to take 1t
Contlnued.)

and he
nos slow
i{To

PILES

“lsuffered the tortures of the damned
with protruding piles brought on by constipne
tion with which | wos affficted for twenty
Jours. 1 ran acroxs your CASCARETS In the
town of Newall, Ia., and never found anything
to equal them. To ~dny 1 am « ntirely tree from
piles and feel ke o new man
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Bo within a few minutes of ordering him
to bhe shot, the emperor was walting n||
Schwartz, and helping him to guch t‘..i.ar-'.-wl -
as were in the room |

Whilst the gpy ate and  drank he |
talked, and the emperor Nstened
| Half an hour did the wondaring
| remaln in the anteroom before Lhe
| cialled them, and there Was an eARSrHess
in his manner, & nettled purpose In "
words, thut had long been absent from he
imperinl methods and utterances

“With our present troops belween here
and Verdon we can keep the French fast

make peacs with sou on very favorable BOILERS.
terms.” —_— — —————
“Jan you prova this?* OMAHA BOILER WORRKS,
; JOHN R, LGWREY, Prop.
“Beyond & ado f daubt ere s ' ‘ e ¥
Beyond a shadow of doul .H re Is th Bollers, Tanks and Bhest lron Work,
cipher. 1 will explein It to you. =8 e
t 3 pisd ¢ ] y pa- e e
Bchwartz produced a scrap of flimsy pa CORNICE WORKS.
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